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The culture of old shines anew

The Arai-cho district of Kosai City has many remnants of the Edo period (1603
- 1868) still present in its modern scenery, including the Arai Barrier, the post
town townscape, and the layout of old town blocks. The Arai Barrier, which forms
the center of the area, was established by Tokugawa leyasu in the year 1600. It
is designated as a national special historic site, and is the last remaining highway
barrier in all of Japan. In order to protect Edo, the Tokugawa Shogunate set up
53 such barriers nationwide and cracked down on people smuggling firearms into
Edo and smuggling the female family members of daimyo out of Edo.
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Devoted members of the community

Sakichi Toyoda, known as the greatest inventor of
modern Japan, is a world famous figure from Kosai City.
Sakichi and his son Kiichiro founded the Toyota Motor
Corporation, were both born in Kosai City. Having
grown up in a poor family, Sakichi decided to use

A town with a manufacturing spirit
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inventions to help society, and invented the Toyoda
Wooden Hand Loom through independent study. Later
he also invented the world's first automatic loom.
Sakichi’ s achievements led the development of modern
Japanese industry, including the automotive industry.
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In recent years Kosai City has developed industry highly praised worldwide for their quality. In addition
centered around the automotive manufacturing to support for small and medium sized enterprises,
industry. Typical examples of industry here include Kosai City is also focused on attracting companies
the manufacture of various parts for automobiles in new industrial fields, so as to continue industrial
such as automotive batteries. All of these parts are development.
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Inheriting a heart of flame

The “Suwa Jinja Hono Enka Sairei (Suwa Shrine Dedicated
Smoke and Fire Festival) has a history of more than 300 years,
and is held every year for two days in late July. It features

traditional fireworks dedicated to Suwa Shrine in Arai-cho.
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Nature, and Specialty Products s > E I S SO S = I
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Kosai City is blessed with a wonderful natural environment = 4 D ¥ ® 7 ,L:, D D W
such as Lake Hamana, which is a brackish lake, the Sea of B O FE » @ 3 8 B E » i;":
Enshu, which has the longest sandy beaches in all of 5 D ;; % L @. /1« Uﬁt § l;? e
Japan, and the Kosai Mountains, which convey the living, = ﬁ i [ T 72 ij »C ‘];‘
breathing form of nature. Because there is little difference K EE 13 17 ﬂ{;‘ 1z H &) 7
in daily high and low temperatures year round, Kosai also E'é: T % % H E ﬁf z f ‘Eﬂ
boasts many agricultural and marine products distributed to % j( 32 1 ?g ’L\ é ‘Z) D E
the rest of Japan. This includes pork, freshwater eel, and DN i fr mopm B % <
the ever popular “Purimaru” brand name oysters. £ R { D J& iz 773‘ [li%) M iz
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Kosai City is working with the Kosai-Arai Tourism association,
the Hamamatsu-Hamanako Tourism Bureau and various other
organizations to promote the visit and stay of tourists. The city
is working to polish local resources as a regional brand and to
attract tourists from Japan and abroad. In addition, we are
strengthening the region's ability to earn through tourism, and
promote industrial development and the creation of a tourist
region. We also aim to enhance the local economy and
improve visitor satisfaction.

Tourism Promotion
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Greetings from the Mayor of Kosai City

The city of Kosai where we live, is located on the western end of Shizuoka Prefecture and
is a beautiful town rich in nature surrounded by Lake Hamana, Enshu-nada Sea, and the
Kosai mountain range. Additionally, it is the birthplace of Sakichi Toyoda who laid the
foundation for the Toyota Group. It is also a thriving “Manufacturing City” known for its
strong automotive industry and other manufacturing sectors.

We are dedicated to building a city that protects lives, enhancing livability, and promoting
industrial development and employment. In particular, we will strengthen disaster
preparedness efforts to ensure community safety, work on enhancing public transportation
and revitalizing commercial areas. Additionally, in education and child- rearing support, we
will create an environment where children can receive a rich education and nurture
talented individuals who will lead the future.

We hope that everyone who reads this guide will visit Kosai City and experience its many
attractions, including Lake Hamana.
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Mayor of Kosai City
Hiroyuki Tanai
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